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‘Mesa Mick’: Micky Scala represents city on boxing’s

biggest stage

Zach Alvira, Tribune Sports Editor Feb 22, 2021 Updated 4 hrs ago %% 2

{ERATIO)

Mesa-native Micky Scala, a Westwood alum, became the youngest boxer ever to sign with Mayweather Promotions, owned by
now-retired boxer Floyd Mayweather Jr.

Courtesy Micky Scala
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Micky Scala has been destined to put on a pair of boxing gloves since watching his father and brother at

a young age.

He looked on as the two trained in a local Mesa boxing gym nearby his home, waiting for the day he
could put the gloves on himself and begin training. That day finally came at 6 years old, and was

followed by his first fight at 8 in Las Vegas, Nev.

His love for the sport, and talent, has only grown from that point on.

“I grew up in the gym,” Scala said. “My brother was fighting so | kind of picked up what he was doing. It

was pretty easy for me just because | like to fight, and | liked to watch my brother fight.”

Scala continued to fight at the amateur level as he grew older. He spent time traveling to other states to
compete in national tournaments. He won several state and regional championships and picked up two
national championships during his amateur career. In 101 total amateur fights that led up to his senior

year at Westwood High School in Mesa, he won 87 of them.

Scala, 16 years old at the time, made his professional debut in Tijuana, Mexico in 2019. His opponent, a

24-year-old man who had yet to lose. But that didn’t faze Scala.

The fight went four rounds and Scala was named the winner by decision. His second professional fight
several months later, this one in Las Vegas — his United States debut — went his way by knockout. The

fight was part of the Mayweather Promotions card, owned by now-retired boxer Floyd Mayweather Jr.

Word of Scala’s win on one of boxing’s grandest stages began to flood the hallways of Westwood.

Previously, his peers shrugged off his claim of being a fighter. After his win, that was no longer the case.

“A lot of people were sharing the post after | won and they would say, ‘oh, he’s for real,”” Scala said.
“They realized | do this professionally and it isn’t just a hobby. | would go in at lunch and just watch film
on fighters. | never really put it out there that | was a fighter but after my fight there were some cool

reactions.”

Scala’s win in his U.S. debut did more than just rile up his peers at Westwood, it opened the eyes of
those in charge at Mayweather Promotions. So much in fact, the company made Scala the youngest

fighter to ever sign with them. He was 17 years old at the time.

Scala said it was a dream come true for him and his family. Especially because of the support each one

of them have for him on a daily basis during his training regimens and fights.

From his brother, Chris, who joined the Air Force and was forced to miss his fight in Las Vegas but was
there in spirit, to his father, Chris Jr., who is his trainer. His mother, Amanda, has never missed one of his
fights stemming back to when he was 8 years old and meal preps for him while his younger sister,

Marissa, is one of his biggest fans.

“Getting the call from my advisor and being told we signed, it was one of the biggest accomplishments
for me and my family in my life so far,” Scala said. “Being the youngest ever, I’'m very happy. But it’s one

small step to a bigger future.

“All of my family combined, we put hours into boxing. Just to earn that, it shows the hard work has paid
off.”

Scala’s fight that landed him with Mayweather Promotions was also his last since the pandemic began.

He had fights lined up, however they were all canceled.

While disappointed, Scala didn’t let it hamper his desire to improve in the ring.

He starts his day with an hour of weights at a local Mesa gym, which is then followed by a few hours of
classes at Mesa Community College where he is studying psychology and counseling and currently
boasts a 4.0 GPA. Scala recognized the importance of mental health early on in his life and strives to be
able to one day help others realize they have a place in this world even if they don’t believe it

themselves.

After school he and his father train at a local boxing gym, which is then followed up with running and

footwork drills. Before bed, he does pushups and sit-ups.

“I do about four workouts a day and try to study as much as | can,” Scala said. “It’s what has allowed me

to be successful.”

Scala is hopeful to make a return to the ring in the next few months. Currently, fights are tentatively being
lined up for late spring and early summer. However, another surge in virus cases could once again put
that on hold.

No matter when he is able to step in the ring, he vows to stay ready. He wants to improve on his current
2-0 record as a professional fighter and continue to represent Westwood, Mesa and all of Arizona on

boxing’s biggest stage.

“People are starting to call me ‘Mesa Mick,” and I’'m embracing it,” Scala said. “To have Mesa backing
me, it’s probably the greatest feeling in the world. Mesa is a super prideful city and I’'m looking forward to

putting on a show for them.”

Have an interesting story? Contact Zach Alvira at (480)898-5630 or zalvira@timespublications.com. Follow him on
Twitter @ZachAlvira.
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E Alan A. YT Feb 22, 2021 11:58am

Micky over the years has taught me so much. The funniest person ever but serious when needed to be. The
underdog in every fight. Always coming on top with the victory. Going pro at 16 and winning his first fight is amazing.
The YOUNGEST EVER TO BE SIGNED BY MAY WEATHER PROMOTIONS. Just when you thought it was over Micky is
coming back and better than ever. Soon you'll see him on your tv and a blue checkmark next to his name. Although
covid has ruined some opportunities the future has more to come. Non-stop from now on. Micky is barely starting and
is on the come-up. Get your merch and masks at mickyscala.com more to come.

B Alan A. YT Feb 22, 2021 11:52am
WHAT A LEGEND!!!!

Welcome to the discussion.

LY

Couple Makes A Bet: No 7 Discounts Seniors Get “Stop Using Creams!”
Eating Out, No Cheat... Only if They Ask Doctor Says Looking...

- /

Post Fun | Sponsored National Penny For Seniors | Sponsored ACCOrdIng tO Dr Gundry, “I,m jUSt

glad it’s helping people be mor...
Gundry MD BioSkin Youth Co... |Sponsored

Arizona Launches New Policy For Cars NFL Star Rob Gronkowski's Go To Shoes
Used Less Than 50 Miles/Day Off The Field

BindRight Auto Insurance Quotes | Sponsored Wolf & Shepherd | Sponsored

40 s esean

ks M

oL m “wn\n MATIN, THIAR 4321 9876543
L5 1350 20987654

o O543ANY FAESMY TAR REFUND

ww
s 1231400
———

:‘- "‘ L.‘ ‘; w
R
4 - ~0ngoeo

Arizona Drivers With No Arizona is Helping

S T

Getting this Treasure is
DUI's Getting A Pay Day... Homeowners Get Solar... impossible! Prove us...

Comparisons.org | Sponsored

Smart Life Weekly | Sponsored Hero Wars | Sponsored

A e Wl
5 i e TR W

Protests fizzle, Mesa OKs  Bashas' announces 14 Gregory Hines dies of
new subdivision store closings cancer at 57
East Valley Tribune East Valley Tribune East Valley Tribune

Sections Services

a About

News Promote Your Event
Opinion Career Opportunities
Sports Advertising Info
Business Terms of Service

Life Privacy Policy

Get Out

Local Events

Marketplace

Obits

Protests fizzle, Mesa OKs new subdivision
A north Mesa subdivision sailed through the Mesa City Council after protests from nei... @

e

Trending

; N 'V-' :;-"Lb‘é ‘:' l»‘"
QS I fg =5
SO

+

f 9@

More ~

M ¢ -

4 " -
e
AN
3 eI A >
.

@A,

-
-

Bl SE Mesa growth alarms Eastmark

residents

E City aid helps Mesa bakery keep

making pasties

Discrimination ban heats up Mesa
Council meeting

now in Mesa

Evan Svoboda’s leadership

B3 Rent, utility assistance available

transfers from gridiron to court
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Movies on Screen
Feb 15, 2019

Isn’t It Romantic — Opens Friday, 2/15

Chandler store offers unusual bling for

loved ones
Updated Mar 26, 2018

When customers are seeking sparkly, unusual
jewelry to brighten a loved one’s special occasi...

Business Briefcase

Mar 22, 2018

Salt River Project announces new general

manager/CEO

Mountain View tennis player extends
success on ACU team

Updated Dec 31, 2018

Just after his first week of official practice, new
transfer Jesse Miritello persuaded sever...
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Rugged Maniac 5k Obstacle Race -

Phoenix (Spring)

Q wild Horse Pass Motorsports Park, C... © 8:30 AM

Feb 25 Fitness

Body Sculpt Session Thursday

¢ Red Mountain Center, Mesa O 1:15 PM

Feb 24 Painting

Beginners Drop In Paint Studio

¢ Community Center, Fountain Hills @ 5:00 PM
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Business Technical
Analyst - BS Engg, Info
Sci or rel. + 2 yrs exp.
Rally, TES, Agile,
SDLC, SQL, Cherwell.
Travel req. Mail res:
Virat Inc, 6909 W Ray
Rd #148, Chandler, AZ
85226

eFulgent has openings
for Software Engin-
eers in Glendale, AZ
and/or client sites in
the US.

Must be willing to
travel/relocate. Reqs US
Masters/foreign equiv
or bachelors +
5 yrsexp to
analyze/design/dev/test
systems/apps using
JavaScript/ HTML/
JQuery/CSS.
Send resume to
hr1@efulgent.net with
ref # 2021-19 & ref
EVT ad

Contact Information

East Valley Tribune

IntraEdge, Inc. has 10 openings for Software Engin-
cer positions in Chandler, AZ; Mon-Fri 8amto 5
pm. $83.637/annual, Analyzes software require

ments to determine feasibility of design within time

and cost constraints. Consult with engineering staff

to evaluate interface between hasdware and software,
and operational and performance requirements of

systems. Formulate and design software systems us-
ing scientific analysis and mathematical models,
Utilize knowledge of C, SQL, Oracle, J2EE, ISP,

SAP, JAVA, UNIX 10 analyze, design, develop, im-
plement, and test systems/software, Regs US Mas-

ters/forcign exuiv or Bach plus 5 vears exp, Send re
sume 10 Recruitment & Employment Office, In

traEdge, Inc,, Job Ref No: INT11613, PO Box
56625, Atlamta GA 30343

Ecoromics/Mathematics Teacher (Surprise. AZ) Pre-
pare teaching plans & instructional matenials, Design
learning activities. Develop imstructional routines for
classroom mgmt. Assign & grade classwork, home-
work, tests. Participate in collaborative professional
leaming community to contribute to schools continu
ous improvement process. Education level being
taught: Secondary/High school, Will teach Geo-
metry, Algebra and/or Economics, Master's degree
in Maths, Economics, Finance or refated field. Must
have completed at least 24 credit hours of subject
coursework in Economics or Mathematics, Must
possess Level One Fingerprint Clearance and Certi-
ficate as an Education from Anzona DOE. Please
send resume to Highland Prep at 15600 W. Hearn
Drive, Surprise. AZ 85379

HUMAC, Inc has openings for the following posi-
tions in Phoenix, AZ and/or client sites
throughout the US
Must be willing to travel/relocate. IT Engincer regs
US Masters/equiv or bachelors + 5 yrs exp to
design/dev/iest systems/apps using
Jova/ RREEHTMU/CSSUniv/Windows. IT Analyst
reqgs US Bachelorsv/equiv (3 or 4 yr degree) to
test mamtaen/momtor \_\\h‘ll\\ r'[()_cl.l!l'l\ using
SQL/Oracle/JavaHadoop/Unix
Send resume to jobs@ humacine.com with ref #
2021419 for IT Eng; 2021-21 for IT Analyst &
ref this ad

TechMileage has open-
ings for the following
positions in Scottsdale,
AZ area.
Software Engineers re-
gs US Masters
degree/foreign equiv or
Bach degree + 5 yrs ex-
perience w/ skills in
Java/lscript/SOAP/CSS/
Clear Case to
dsgn/dev/implement/test
apps/systems. Sr. Pro-
grammer Analyst reqs
US Bachelors/equiv (3
or 4 yr degree) in Com-
merce/BusAdm/STEM
field to
analyze/resolve/test/re-
port on IT related
projects using skills in
EMC/MS/SQL/
Excel/Java/C.
Email resume to
techmileagejobs
@gmail.com with ref #
2021-19 for Software
Eng; 2021-20 for Sr.
Prog Analyst & ref
EVT ad.

1620 W. Fountainhead Parkway, Ste. 219

Tempe, AZ 85282
Phone: 480-898-6500
Email: Idionisio@evtrib.com
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